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Chamberlain Creek, once bulldozed and
dammed, was one of the first restoration
projects undertaken in the Blackfoot.

q Restoration Fund (funds directed towards project
development and implementation)

Ron Pierce

–Ron Pierce, MTFWP Fisheries Biologist

Address

“The collaborative work of BBCTU and
its many partners has been instrumental
in the recovery of imperiled native
trout throughout the watershed. The
Chamberlain Creek project has resulted
in one of the highest known spawning
concentrations of westslope cutthroat trout
within the Blackfoot Basin and a migratory
fish that uses a 40-mile segment of the
Blackfoot River.”

q Unrestricted Fund

Riparian Restoration
Ron Pierce

OVER 88 MILES OF RIPARIAN
HABITATS RESTORED ALONG THE
BANKS OF 41 STREAMS.

Name(s)

–Stew Schwartz,
Landowner, Lincoln, MT

Please detach envelope at perforation, enclose payment in pocket, fold flap and seal.

Ryen Aasheim

“Our stream restoration project
went very well and when
completed, I was excited as to
the beauty of it. BBCTU was
great to work with and if I ever
have another project I would
recommend them to do it.
Thanks for the great job.”

Please direct my tax-deductible gift towards:

–Gary and Sharon Jacobsen,
Landowners, Ovando, MT

Multi-year pledge in the amount of $______________/per year for ______ years
		
or
q Gift in amount of $_______________

“This is a great project and BBCTU
and its partners are great to work with.”

Ryen Aasheim

Water temperatures have
decreased 10°, flows have
increased by a third and native
trout are once again utilizing
this important tributary.

q

OVER 100 MILES OF INSTREAM HABITAT
RESTORED IN 48 STREAMS

I want to support the Big Blackfoot Chapter of Montana Trout Unlimited!

Stream Restoration

Pat Clayton

Working Together
To Restore The
Blackfoot River
Watershed

The mission of the Big Blackfoot Chapter
of Trout Unlimited is to restore and
conserve the cold water fishery of the
Blackfoot River and its tributaries.
Since the early 1990s, BBCTU has taken the lead on the effort to restore the Blackfoot River
watershed and its fishery in partnership with several local, state, and federal agencies, other
non-profits, private foundations and private landowners. Our restoration program is a voluntary,
non-regulatory program which is centered around implementing restoration projects that have
an objective of being a “win-win” for both the resource and private landowners. Since 1990, the
Blackfoot Restoration Partners have worked with over 200 landowners on 680 different projects
ranging from stream restoration, grazing management, riparian revegetation, fish screen, fish
passage and instream flow projects.

Some Facts
• Over 100 miles of instream
habitat restored benefiting
48 streams
• Over 88 miles of riparian
habitats restored along the
banks of 41 streams

The Blackfoot is a biologically productive, relatively undeveloped watershed with one of only
twelve blue-ribbon trout streams in Montana flowing through it and over 1,900 miles of
perennial streams. To date, it is also a stronghold for native trout, but this status is the result of
many years of collaboration and on-the-ground efforts. Native trout numbers have increased in
the middle Blackfoot River nearly 800% since we started our restoration work.

• 2,900 acres of wetlands
restored
• 56,000 acres under grazing
management systems

• 26 fish screens installed
• Instream water leases on 8
key tributaries and water
conveyance on 32 tributaries

Jim Streeter

• Over 188 tributaties and
6 reaches of the Blackfoot
River monitored

Big Blackfoot Chapter of
Montana Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1
Ovando, MT 59854

• Over 600 miles of fish
passage barriers removed

Robb Kindrick

• Over 200 landowners
involved
• Over 680 total projects

Please
place
stamp
here.

Jim Streeter

Through an incredible partnership and visionary approach,
to date we have accomplished the following >>

Greg Neudecker

Fish Passage Projects

Conversion from
flood to sprinkler
irrigation and stream
channel restoration
often results in
increased stream
flows that benefit
migratory trout

Greg Neudecker

Shane Hendrickson

Replacement of the culvert
on Cottonwood Creek with
a new bridge allowed for
uninhibited fish passage.

“As a fish biologist,
it is inspiring to
work with a group
of local landowners
and other partners in
the Blackfoot that are
committed to finding
workable solutions
of enhancing the
aquatic environment
across all ownerships,
uninhibited fish passage
and stream function.”

INSTREAM WATER LEASES ON 8 KEY
TRIBUTARIES AND WATER
CONVEYANCE ON 32 TRIBS

–Shane Hendrickson,
Lolo National Forest

Fish Screening Projects
26 FISH SCREENS INSTALLED
“Our fish screen project has worked
out very well. It is simple, fish friendly
and low maintenance and allows us to
continue irrigating while protecting the
pure strain westslope cutthroat trout
populations in our creek”.

MTFWP has surveyed
over 189 tributaries and
the Blackfoot River to
help guide our efforts
and determine limiting
factors to highlight
project objectives.

–Mike and Cindy Hayes,
Landowners, Potomac, MT

BBCTU is involved with leading
and coordinating dozens
of tours in the Blackfoot
Watershed every year.

Ron Pierce

Ryen Aasheim

Ryen Aasheim

Matt Daniels

Replacing the old diversion (right) that was a fish passage barrier with a new diversion that incorporated a fish
screen in the stream allowed for fish passage, stream
function and a debris-free, gravity fed irrigation system.

“I like the project we completed
on our ranch because it demonstrates that agriculture values
can co-exist with fisheries, water
and riparian values. I am proud
to see the fish numbers increase,
the improved channel formation
and the spread of shrubbery and
trees along the riparian zone. It
fulfills a personal goal as well as a
family ranch goal of being good
stewards of the land. It is a story
I like to share.”
–Randy Mannix, Landowner,
Helmville, MT

Outreach/Monitoring/Maintenance
Bruce Andre

Shane Hendrickson

OVER 600 MILES OF FISH PASSAGE
BARRIERS REMOVED

Water Conservation

Working with our partners
and committed volunteers,
each year we spend
time watering, weeding
and maintaining planted
shrubs and trees.

Greg Neudecker

Your contribution
makes a difference
in the Blackfoot.

Wetland Restoration
2900 ACRES OF WETLAND RESTORED

Over the past five years, every $1 in private donations has
allowed us to leverage an average of $16 in public and
private funds each year. Your gift is critical in meeting
matching requirements so we can continue our efforts to
restore the cold water fishery and keep the tradition of
agriculture sustainable throughout the Blackfoot.

Jim Streeter

Project oversight, development,
implementation and administration
6%

Greg Neudecker

With only one project coordinator and a volunteer board,
less than 6% of our annual budget is directed towards any
costs outside of our On-The-Ground Restoration Program.

“The Blackfoot River Valley’s knob
and kettle landscape is home to over
30,000 wetlands that play a major role
in providing cold and clean water to the
Blackfoot River and its tributaries. The
BBCTU’s efforts to restore wetlands,
riparian areas and streams is second
to none in the conservation arena
and is critical to a long-term success of the
Blackfoot fishery.”
–Greg Neudecker, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Over 25% of the wetlands in the Blackfoot Valley have been
drained. In many cases restoration is as simple as filling in
drainage ditches and letting natural run-off take its course
as highlighted in this photo of Madison Meadows.

Grazing Management
56,000 ACRES UNDER GRAZING
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO GET
INVOLVED, PLEASE CONTACT:
JOIN US! We meet the second Tuesday of
every month, 5 pm, Lubrecht Forestry Center,
Greenough

Steve Kloetzel

BBCTU PO Box 1, Ovando, MT 59854
Project Coordinator: Ryen Aasheim Neudecker
406.677.6454
ryen@montanatu.org
www.blackfoottrout.org

Greg Neudecker

94% of revenue go towards funding
projects to restore and preserve the
Blackfoot River and its Tributaries.

Brad Weltzien

Greg Neudecker

On-the-ground work
94%

“We sure appreciate the efforts of BBCTU and their partners in helping
us develop off-site water with a solar system and installation of crossfencing for grazing management. These projects have resulted in less
work for us while leaving the land in better shape.”
–John and Irene Weaver, Landowners, Ovando, MT

